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 Meeting Participants 

AMA JDU EMA PSI IES (Policlinic) 

BAH JUR (Paranal) GIH (Stgo.)   

  
 La Silla Problems Report: Last Week   
LPRS 

TEL/INS/ 

GEN 
Description Action 

010458 2.2m WFI Filter wheel status always moving CLOSED 

010460 2.2m Telescope control system To be controlled during this week. OPEN

010459 3.6m TIM signal lost from Time Machine affecting 3.6m and 
NTT 

Several actions were done. TO KEEP OPEN

  
 La Silla Problems Report: On Going 
LPRS 

TEL/INS/ 

GEN 
Description Action 

010261 2.2m WFI Filter error doesn’t abort DOME 
FLAT OB 

As the problem with the WFI filter has been appearing too often, this 
LPRS requires a High Priority treatment. Note: IKA will prepare a list 
of existing problems and we will set the priorities, as they cannot be 

solved at the same time. 

010322 2.2m FEROS cannot take exposures with 
ADCA IN 

To be done during August Technical Time, unless there is another 
reason to lower the instrument from the telescope 

010423 2.2m GROND autoguiding camera failed Original ARC controller was installed in GROND TCCD. To be 
closed 

010438 2.2m TCS not responding This is a problem that occurs no more than three times a year. To 
be closed 

010444 2.2m WFI filter wheel stuck One more week to study and to be closed 

010447 2.2m Please change the way WFI bias level is 
plotted in Autrep 

No news this week 

010456 2.2m Telescope Delta jump No new events has been observed. Under monitoring. 

010457 2.2m WFI CCD chip #56 saturated (stuck 
video levels) 

The board has been sent to Paranal for repair. 

009291 3.6m Undocumented features in 
agwsmonControl 

No news 

010208 3.6m Encoder position of HARPS retarded 
plate 

ASE will continue with this work in next August technical time 

010237 3.6m Two communication phones (in the 
NOB 4541 and in the small lift 4371) are 

in bad state 

G.Smith made the tests with the new spare board. No results has 
been reported. To wait until next meeting. 

010420 3.6m HARPS alarm display status No time for JUR to look into it. 

010441 3.6m HARPS polarimeter fail To discuss it with IKA as the actual condition is not a standard one.  

010446 3.6m Calibration OB stops to ask too many 
times about switching off ThAr lamps 

To wait for GLO clarification 

010448 3.6m Wrong auxiliary functions status To be re-assigned to PSI 

010455 ASM All sky camera doesn’t work properly The camera was sent to USA for repair. Also a second hand one 
was ordered in e-bay for a very attractive value. 

010307 NTT SOFI noise problem This problem is kept open to collect information. No news. To place 
it as on hold. 

010311 NTT SOFI missing program ID in the headers 
of SOFI calibration 

To plan a technical time with VIV and JUR. Could be during August 
reserved time? 

010433 NTT SOFI La Silla Remedy Nightlog It needs more information to analyze it. EMA will look after 
information 

010434 NTT SOFI: The template SOFI-spec-obs-
GenericSpectro sends wrong offsets to 

the TCS 

To be re-assigned to VIV 

010449 NTT Abnormal noise in fan To be closed 

010451 NTT Adapter side B failed To be closed 

010452 NTT Nightlog is not responding in the 
accounting command 

JUR has not received more information from operators. 

010454 NTT OB to check narrow slit position aborted After several tests it was found that it works perfect. To discuss with 
FLA what could be wrong. 

010405 Other Old instruments keywords should be 
removed in 3.6m 

DHA to comment and close it 

010450 Other w2p2off unavailable SGA to comment 

 
 La Silla On-Hold Problems 
LPRS 

TEL/INS/ 

GEN 
Description Action 



009680 2.2m Reflection in NB#Halpha/7_ESO856 Year 2008: ON HOLD 
There are tracker sky baffles that were tested in the 
past with no significant improvement. No action has 

been done in the last time 

010438 2.2m TCS not responding To be assigned to JUR 

009214 NTT EFOSC bright features (ghosts?) in spectro-
polarimetric data calibrations 

Year 2007: Information to be included in the WiKi 
The new filter wheel will be installed in September 5

th
, 

2011 

009312 NTT NTT AO action repository Year 2008: Information to be included in the WiKi and 
close it 

To keep it under the same condition 

009811 NTT EFOSC reflections (new?) Year 2008: Information to be included in the WiKi and 
close it 

Related to the new filter wheel installation 

010367 NTT Fall back init mode activated for unknown reasons in 
Mask/Slit wheel 

Year 2011: ON HOLD 
No news 

 
 
 La Silla Technical Action Points 
Telescope 
/General/ 
Safety 

Create 
Date Problem Short Description Action Status Responsible Deadline 

NTT 4/14/09 
Reflections from filters due to 
different angle from the wheel used at 3.6m 

When time allows it will be changed. To find a technical 
night for this work. 
To be installed on September 5th onwards during a long 
SOFI run 

Assigned. 
Pending 

Mechanics 
(Paranal) 

8/30/09 

NTT 22/03/11 
An alarm panel that monitors SOFI 
instrument status 

IKA will do it. No news 
Assigned Software 

(Paranal) 
August 
2011 

3.6m 26/01/11 
The installation of the tip-tilt table required 
the implementation of dedicated software. 

The next technical time at the 3.6m is on August11th. 
During the July 14th Technical time, ASE will prepare a 
set of tests to advance in the project
 

Assigned Software July 14th 

3.6m 29/05/11 
HARPS Fabry-Perot temperatures reporting HARPS Fabry-Perot temperature needs to be written in 

the fits headers of all files. IKA will look into this TAP. New Software August 
2011 

3.6m 25/06/11 
Install light switch at HARPS room door Please install a light switch for the corridor lights at or 

near the HARPS room main door (preferably inside the 
room) 

It has been 
installed. 
BAH to 
comment it 
and close it 

TMES asap 

General 9/13/09 
The freeze of VLT and/or MIDAS 
software with their libraries in La 
Silla and the corresponding hardware 
potential failure. 

Not before middle of next year. (IKA). No news 
Assigned. 
Pending 

Software/IT 
(Paranal) 

31/08/10 

General  9/01/11 
Installation of cable channel and power for 
safety cameras system 

Work advancing. AWR sent the following e-mail in 
relation with this work: 
I will be in La Silla for a Full turno April 13-20. During 
this turno I will need some additional Support to install 
Electrical and Cable connections to: 
- TRS 
- Warehouse 
- SEST 
- 3p6 (possible). 
I therefore request that someone from 
Maintenance/Electrical is available for this period. 
 

It has been 
decided 
where to 
install the 
remaining 
cameras in 
the SEST 
area and 
3.6m 

IT 01/04/11 

General 11/01/11 
Relocate Dome Status file “dome.last” to a 
more reliable machine 

This TAP will be closed in order to open a CRE. 
Closed Software 01/04/11 

2.2m  10/03/11 
The machine used as pipeline for FEROS 
and WFI is extremely slow. 

The real problem is that the processes that are running in 
the OFF machine should not be running there. The 
pipeline machine should be the one hosting them. 
A solution proposed by MPA is to move the WFI process 
to the pipeline machine that is sufficiently powerful for 
the purpose. This has to be done by DHA and F.Selman 
agreement. Note that the change of the OFF machine is 
not an easy task because requires the preparation of a new 
machine and the software associate. 

New DHA/ 
Science 

ASAP 

General 16/04/11 
Tool to check correct times of SPARCS IKA will do it. This work will be done during August 

campaign in La Silla by IKA. New Software August 
2011 

 
 La Silla Change Requests NTT 

CRE Number Telescope/ 
General Description Status 

LSO-CRE-ESO-
70400-0004 

NTT Improving NTT Fiber twister The RME proposal is to install the new fiber twister on August 10 to 
13

th
. This work will be done during day time and without intervention in 

the observations. The presence of RME and API has been approved by 
GHU of Paranal 

LSO-CRE-ESO-
80010-0002 

General Procedure to semi-automate 
the shutdown of La Silla WS in 
case of emergency 

MPA is working in the scripts and testing it in Paranal 

LSO-CRE-ESO- General Single Mode Fibre deployment Key areas of national telescopes will be upgraded with a new single 



82400-1000 

 

in La Silla. mode fiber network which will permit a 1 GHz connection. 

 Once AWR is in La Silla we will plan the strategy for the work. 

 General Dome status machine 
relocation 

The CRE was sent to MST for his approval and initialization 

 
 

 La Silla Projects, Studies or Special Works  
Telescope/ Instrument 

DESCRIPTION Action 

Night Glow Measurements 
! ONERA finished the campaign. P.Simoneau gave a talk to La Silla people present 

at the time including astronomers that were quite interested in the work. They left 
with the satisfaction of having done an excellent campaign as they mentioned it 

 

Dust Measurements 
! The measurement of dust in La Silla ambient is continuing. JFL is heading the 

campaign and collecting the data for analysis. 
 

 
 La Silla Miscellaneous 

Item DESCRIPTION 

Policlinic 
! No news during this week 

! A technical alarm related to a possible fire was activated. After an investigation it was found that it was 
triggered by the ambient humidity that was crossing La Silla 

! The necessity to change the alcohol gel of the containers everywhere in La Silla before the alcohol is 
evaporated was considered. The policlinic will look after this subject when ever is necessary to 
change. 

Operations 
! AMA mentioned the necessity to have the help of GSM for the work needed during 2.2m M1 coating. 

Logistic 
! The new carry all was ordered and A.Triat is looking after the OI plate necessary for this vehicle. A 

check of the vehicle and the characteristics was done by the car mechanics and the Head of Logistics. 
Both were highly satisfied with the performances of the transporter. 

! In order to optimize the transport time between LSO and LSC (airport). The actual time has been taken 
on several occasions and by bus and normal traffic in the highway and crossing the city is 2 ! hours to 
consider.  

 
 

Weekly Report of La Silla TMES/DNOS/SLAS 05.07.2011- 11.07.2011  
Prepared by: TMES-DNOS 

 
NTT EFOSC NTT 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

    

 
NTT SOFI NTT 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
NTT Telescope/Adapters/Dome/Hydraulics NTT 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

04-11.07 EVE, GAG, 
FVA 

Daily inspection to building and telescope from Maximo (7 work order) M 

07/07/11 JVI A damaged fan from the control rack of Rotator B was replaced.  

10.07 JVI, PSI Tim signal from 3.6m lost. A failure in the TIM distribution signal at the 3.6m Time 
Machine system left the NTT without time distribution on all 4 tracking LCUs (az, alt, 
ra and rb). While the 3.6m system was troubleshooted, the local Tim generated by 
the GPS of the NTT was reactivated and now the NTT TIM runs independent of the 
3.6m. TIM signals was checked OK and all LCUs rebooted to resynch. 

L10459 

 
ASM                                      Dimm                                                                                                        ASM                
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
 
 

3.6M HARPS 3.6M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

08.07 LWE Change Dewar LN2  

12.07 EMA, PSI The HARPS pipeline rejected calibration images in Fabry Perot mode: the problem L10461 



was traced to lack of light coming from the FP fibres.  

After entering the Enclosure, we found the Laser Box with the power on but laser 
off. To manage to turn it on again, we needed to unplug its power for a while, and 
then we could turn the laser on again. It seems the unit was somehow locked.  

 
3.6M Telescope/Adapter/Dome/Hydraulics 3.6M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

04-11.07 EVE, GAG, 
FVA 

Daily inspection to building and telescope from Maximo (7 work order) M 

07.07 FVA, EVE Maintenance electric and mechanic dome                   M 

07/07/2011 JVI Emergency switches of telescope are verified 3176 

 07/07/2011 JVI AG LCU Power Supply voltages verification 1924 

15/07/2011 JVI An electronic card was installed to control the Alpha locking pin position and its 
correct functioning was tested. It’s left the connection to all other functions to control. 
It is expected to complete the Delta side in during next shift. 

 

08/07/2011 JVI A power supply unit was replaced in the Time Distribution unit located in the 
auxiliary functions rack.   

 

08/07/2011 PSI/JVI It was changed a burned 24 volt power supply of the GPS Time Machine. This 
problem happened due to water spilled on it. 

 

10.07 JVI, PSI TIM signal lost on 3.6m LCUs (ra, dec) and also on the NTT which was remotely 
fed from the 3.6m. Inspection of the components showed that the power supply for 
one TIM distribution module was bad and it was repaired. However this was not the 
cause of the problem as this module was only need when running the 3.6m TIM 
from the NTT. Later on we found that the Time Machine TIM distribution module 
was also without power as its power supply was killed by water dripping from the 
ceiling. This was a water leak produced by the rain storm we had last night. After 
replacing this PS module, the Tim signal was recovered, however the TIME 
Machine required 3 reboots before it synchronized correctly with the GPS. In one 
case the time was apparently correct but the minutes where in the seconds 
position, the hours in the minutes and so on. This resulted in a completely wrong 
date and time in the LCUs (including ST), though the TIM signal was apparently Ok. 
LCU time can always be checked with command tooDate in case of doubts. The 
Time Machine reboot corrected the problem. 

L10459 

    

 
2.2M WFI 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

10.07 PSI The failed Fiera Video Board #43 has been sent to Paranal for repair. We expect 
this to be fixed soon, otherwise we will need a new spare Video Board from 
Garching as we run out of spares. 

L10457 

09.07 GIH, JVI, PSI WFI Filter wheel timeouts: it was finally traced to a sliding clutch in the main drive of 
the Filter Wheel mechanism. After re-tightening of the clutch screws, the Wheel 
does not slide anymore. See LPRS for more details. 

L10444 

 
2.2M FEROS 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

    

    

    

2.2M GROND 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

08.07 PSI I was contacted by J. Greiner and other GROND team members in order to help 
them investigate an increase in readout noise in one channel of the Fiera system. 
For that there is a suggestion to try replacing boards, first Video, then Bias to see if 
the problem persists. The extra noise is visible only in channel Z and in Fast mode. 
I checked Grond spares and could only find two Bias boards but no video board, so 
maybe we should wait until we get our spare repaired from Paranal. The 
replacement of boards is a risky action since we have to climb over the telescope 
centre piece for access to the Fiera box, so better to try when we have all spares at 
hand. 

 

    

 
2.2M Telescope/Adapter/Dome/Hydraulics 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

04-11.07 GAG, EVE, Daily inspection to building and telescope from Maximo (7 work order) M 

12.07 EMA, AMA, 
PSI 

Investigation of old problem of TCS SW getting stuck after a power failure in 
telescope. Our tests show that if we only power off the telescope drives and/or the 
hydraulics, the TCS can recover after power is restored. However, when switching 
off the general power of the 2.2m building, for some reason the TCS remains stuck 
even after restoring power. It seems something else, not hydraulics or drives, is 
affecting the LCU which the SW cannot handle making it to get stuck (and can only 
recover by rebooting the LCU and restarting the TCS). Further investigation is 

L10460 



needed to find the exact cause. 

07/07/2011 JVI 2m20 Delta PA inspection 3296 

07/07/2011 JVI ra-220-meas-02: 2m20 Alpha PA inspection 1101 

07/07/2011 JVI tcs-220-meas-01 TCS LCU checkout 1103 

06/07/2011 AGO/JVI It was verified the problema in the WFI filter Wheel. Together with AGO it was 
possible to find that the Wheel stopped in random positions. Later GIH and PSI 
found that the problem was located in a friction clutch between motor and driving 
gear. This was adjusted  and the problem solved. 

 

 
1.54M Danish 1.54M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
 
REM LN2 System/Telescope/Instrument REM 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

08.07 LWE, JVI Change of LN2 Dewar’s   
11.07 PSI On request of REM Team, a complete check of the telescope free movement and 

TCS functions was performed. No problems found. 
0.5 hrs 

    
    

    

 
Schmidt QUEST Cam/Telescope/Dome/Hydraulics Schmidt 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

08.07 EVE, CBA, 
VLO, BAH 

Wheel No.8 was removed for repair   

    

    

 
Other Tel National Telescopes Instrument/Dome/Hydraulics Other Tel 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
General NTCCD General 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

07.07 PSI Received notification from Garching that two more ARC controllers have been 
shipped for upgrading of our systems. We will replace two ARCs at the NTT (GP 
ones) and send them back for upgrade. 

 

 

 
Site General Maintenance and Infrastructure Site 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

07.07 GAG, ERI, 
CBA, VLO 

Repair and change of 12mt. of water pipe line Pelicano-La Silla  

08.07 GAG, FVA Pulleys change between motor and Speck A pump in  Pelicano water sub station   

09.07 GAG, ERI Driver tube change at Speck B pump in Pelicano water sub station   

10/07/11 JVI From the DIMM telescope dome, it was removed the All Sky Camera because it 
was showing severe image problems. It was tested but no improvement was 
possible.                                                                                                

 

 
Site Logistics / Safety / Security Site 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

    

 
 
Misc. Miscellaneous Misc. 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

9.07.11 BAH During this shift  bad weather that affected La Silla, the following problems were 
found: 

! 1m building roof: Some water proofing cover was lost due to the strong wind 

! The 2.2m cover at the edge of the rotating part of the dome got loose 

! The road (Kms3.8 to 4) the rain undermined the road in their sides. Special 
signs were placed to prevent any accident. 

 



! Many stones were found in the vicinity to the NTT and 3.6m road. They were 
removed. 

! TAROT was found inexplicably open during the most rainy day. The 
responsible of the telescope were informed after closing it. After the main 
storm left it was checked again and investigates the possible damages. This 
telescope requires more attention by the owners 

! SEST cabin is also suffering the loosing of its metallic cover. This also will be 
repaired. Note: we will try to spend some time having some basic maintenance 
to this radio telescope as the tape on the back of the dish is mostly damaged. 

! The 3.6m Time Machine unit was damaged to the action of water spilling on 
top of it. The problem was repaired and an emergency “roof” was placed on 
top for protection. 

04-11.07 FVA GAG, 
EVE. 

4 WO From Maximo Preventive Maintenance electric and mechanic M 

     07.07 LWE, FVA Refilling LN2 Dewar 240 Lts. Telescopio Swiss  

07.07 PSI, BAH, 
GIH, JDU,  

AGO, LWE, 
SGA, JVI, 
J.Perez, 

M.Peralta 

Attended NAV presentation.  
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List of Acronyms 

AGO: Andrés González TMES 
ALE: Angélica León DNOS 
AMA: Agustin Macchino   TMES 
API: Aldo Pizarro  ELC (Paranal) 
ASA: Ariel Sánchez DNOS 
AWR: Andy Wright IT (Paranal) 
BAH: Bernardo Ahumada TMES 
CSP: Christian Spille SAFETY (Paranal) 
DVE: Doralisa Vejar ESACH 
 
 
 

EMA: Eduardo Matamoros DNOS 
EVE: Enrique Vera TMES 
FCA: Francisco Cáceres DNOS 
FLA: Francisco Labraña DNOS 
FOL: Francisco Olivares MEC (Paranal) 
FVA: Francisco Valdivia ESENER 
GAG: Gregorio Aguilera SERVITODO 
GIH: Gerardo Ihle 
GES: Gerardo Smith ESENER 
 
 
 
 

IES: Ivonne Espinoza ESACH 
JAL: Javier Alarcón DNOS 
JDU: Javier Duk SLAS 
JFI: José Figueroa MEC (Paranal) 
JFL: Juan Fluxá TMES 
JPI: Juan Carlos Pineda MEC (Paranal) 
JUR: Josefina Urrutia SOF (Paranal) 
JVA: Javier Valenzuela   ODT (Paranal) 
JVI: Jorge Vilaza   TMES 
 
 

LWE: Luis Wendegass TMES 
MCA: Mónica Castillo DNOS 
PIA: Andrés Pizarro SAFETY (Paranal) 
MPA : Marcus Pavez IT (Paranal) 
MPI: Manuel Pizarro DNOS 
PAR: Pablo Arias DNOS 
PSI: Peter Sinclaire  TMES 
 

 


